
The Third Sunday Before Lent: Septuagesima 

My dear Friends, 

Some of you were not able to attend our Roath and Cathays Ministry Area (RCMA) Inauguration service on last 
Thursday evening. The Bishop of Llandaff, the Archdeacon of Llandaff, the Area Dean of Cardiff and some seventy 
others were present to witness the occasion. Everyone was asked by the Bishop if we would 'commit ourselves 
to work together using that all that God has given us, to fulfil our Mission and Ministry in this place. The Lay 
members of the Ministry Area Council were commissioned and prayed for including the Lay Chair, Treasurer, 
Secretary and Churchwardens. The Readers were licensed not to separate churches or parishes but to the 
extended ministry of the whole of RCMA. The four clergy were also licensed and told that we are to exercise 
pastoral and spiritual care throughout the RCMA. All the names of these individuals were recorded and will be 
displayed in our churches. 

This is the formal and legal beginning of our Ministry Area. We will naturally see some changes and developments 
in our church life together. Already the clergy have been looking at ways we can share our Lenten sacramental 
and devotional services, study groups and some social activities. Our whole MA council will be meeting on the 
fifteenth of March. Before that our individual church committees will have met and we can discuss our particular 
concerns and also decide matters we may want to be looked at a whole MA level.  

These are early days in this stage of RCMA so we will all no doubt learn from each other and benefit from sharing 
the many gifts and talents that God has given us to work for the good of his Kingdom here in RCMA. Please pray 
for all who are involved both lay and ordained who serve on our church committees, MA council and in so many 
other ways in the service of the Church and community in which we live and work and have our being.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk 


